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Research Report

Abstract

Current Assessment and Difficulties in the Nursing Process for Nursing Students:

Characteristics of the Concept as Clinical Reasoning

Purpose : The study aim was to determine if nursing students undergoing practical training in nursing
processes are ascertaining the ways of thinking appropriate for the stage when they are learning how to
perform assessments and nursing examinations, as well as to clarify any difficulties they have experienced at
said stage.

Method : Semistructured interviews were conducted with 10 third-year university students who had performed
their first clinical practice with actual patients. Interview results were qualitatively analyzed.

Results : The following 10 categories were extracted as analysis results: “Prior creation of a foundation for
collecting information,” “Making observations from a predetermined perspective,” “Searching and finding
necessary information from a huge amount of information,” “Performing an individual assessment that is backed
by data,” “Extracting pertinent nursing issues,” “Proposing and making appropriate nursing plans,” “Consciously
performing grounded actions,” “Reflecting on and evaluating one’s own actions,” “Having felt forced to make
excuses (e.g., Tt was because I am still a student, “That’'s what I read online’),” and “Struggling with the various
limitations and restrictions applicable when making on-site clinical reasoning.”

Conclusion : The study findings clarified that participating nursing students had difficulties making
observations, determining and selecting necessary data, and performing assessments backed by data. They
were able to consider some steps in the clinical reasoning cycle. Results suggest that by educating students

from the perspectives of clinical reasoning, it may be possible to improve their clinical inferencing skills.
Key words : nursing students, nursing processes, assessment, clinical reasoning
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